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PIWER AND RESPONSIBILITY 


THE JUST CLAIMS OF MEN. 


The demand for Woman Suffrage is a 
demand to give the right to make laws 
to those who do not share the burden 
of enforcing them and who wili not 
have to answer for their effect. 


In everything that concerns the public 
business of the nation—that is, in every- 
thing that concerns politics—man 
must always do the chief work and 
bear the responsibility. 
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Look round you as you read this leaflet. On every side you see 
THE RESULT OF MASCULINE LABOUR. At every 
moment you are using some item of a great organization, every 
material portion of which is made by MAN. 

Houses, offices, hospitals, churches, and every form of building; 
roads and railways; the making of railway trains, ships and 
carriages; the Whole business of transport, whether of passengers or 
goods, by land or sea, by ship, railway or motor car; drainage ; lighting ; 
fire prevention ; the tillage of the soil; all the main hard work of 
mining; labour at the .docks; the construction of implements used 
in the practical arts and sciences; ALL THIS is MAN’S WORK. 

The whole material fabric of civilised life has 

to be brought into existence, and to be maintained 
by men. 

That is to say, 

Before woman can perform the simplest action of her life, before 
she can eat a mouthful of food, or put. on a stitch of clothing, she is 
wholly dependent on mechanism supplied and worked by men. 

More than this: she cannot without the 
protection of man use the mechanism, since she is 
wholly dependent on him for the preservation of 
social order, for the security of properiy, and for 
the enjoyment of a country, where she can live 
safe from foreign invasion. 
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This vast and highly organized, labour, which “provides- the - 
community with the means of life, must always be supplied by men. 
For women to attempt to take any considerable share in. it would mean 
a LOWERING OF EFFICIENCY and an increase of risk which 
the nation could not afford. And it would not be fair upon women, or 
fair to the race, to ask them to do so. 


But it is just these activities which make up most of the public 
business of the nation and which are, in different ways, the subject of 
most of our laws. Yet women, who can know very little of their 
requirements, who can take no leading share in their administration, and 
who have to bear none of the responsibilities they involve, are claiming 
to have a larger share than men in determining what they shall be and 
how they shall be carried on. Is this for the good of the country ? 
Is it even fair? 


The responsibility of man, however, goes far beyond this, The 
directing control in commerce, finance, shipping and all the great industries 
is in his hands, and, despite the theories of feminists, who do not know 
what such control requires, it must always be in his hands, because of 
his stronger fibre and his greater power of uninterrupted work and 
concentration. 


Man, in fact, has to see to the administration 
of laws and to answer for their effects; and he is 
not likely to submit willingly to a larger share of 
power being in the hands of those who do not 
share that responsibility. 


Once more: Apart from the ordinary business of life, humanity 
has from time to time to meet some great crisis. It is suddenly 
brought up against the forces of Nature, or against an attack on the 
foundations of society. MEN have to meet such crises as these, 
and men should determine how to prevent them or to deal with them 
when they occur. Once again: Is it wise or fair to bestow power where 
there is no responsibility ? 


No one will underrate the priceless services, of a wholly 
different kind, which woman renders, through the individual, to the 
community. Her influence and her work are of the most vital 
importance to society; but, for the most part, they must always be,.so 
to speak, behind the scenes. Save in the case of special tasks like 
the education of girls and children, or of work which she may do in 
connection with specially feminine ‘activities in local government, her 
sphere of action is outside the range of legislation. 


Her qualities must develop along different lines, such as will 
make her not a second-rate man but a first-rate woman. In the 
practical public work of the world, woman—and through woman, the 
quality of the race—must suffer irremediably by an attempt to share 
power with man. And both-the work and the temper of the nation 
must, also suffer just in so far as legislative and administrative power 
is divorced from work and responsibility. 


Read “THE ANTI-SUFFRAGE REVIEW,” Price 1d., Monthly. 
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